THE JIENG COUNCIL OF ELDERS REJECTS THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL
RESOLUTION 2304

JUBA, AUGUST 15,2016
¢

The Jieng Council of Elders (JCE) wishes to make its position known with respect to the UN
Security Council Resolution 2304 authorizing the deployment of regional forces in the Republic of
South Sudan. The Council clearly understands the frustration of the international community with
the slow pace of peace implementation and the recent political events in South Sudan. The
Council categorically deplores and strongly condemns in strongest terms the unwarranted attack at
the State House triggering violent events, a situation that was created by Dr. Riek Machar’s
attempt to forcefully take state power. We sincerely express our remorse for the bloodshed and the
suffering these reckless actions have brought to our people. The Council expresses its deep and
heartfelt condolences to the affected families, and urges the Transitional Government of National
Unity and its partners to expedite the implementation of the peace agreement so as to stabilize the
security situation across the nation and arrest the worsening economic conditions.

As a body that works tirelessly to promote peaceful co-existence and harmony among the people
and communities of South Sudan, the JCE has been engaging leaders and elders of various
communities in the last two years in a bid to foster a peaceful resolution of the crisis in the
country. Towards this end, the Council also recognizes and appreciates the efforts exerted by the
region under the auspices of the Inter-governmental Authority on Development, (IGAD), AU,
Troika countries, the UN, and other stakeholders in ensuring the return of peace and stability in
South Sudan. Having fully expressed its commitment to work assiduously in concert with all
peace loving South Sudanese, the region and beyond, the Council takes the view that any
engagements for the interest of peace ought to be done in a constructive manner that recognizes
the long struggle of the people of South Sudan for freedom and their hard-earned sovereignty.

Drawing from the foregoing, the passage of Resolution 2304 by the UN Security Council on
August 12, 2016, in the view of the Council, is flagrantly unconstructive and conspicuously fails
to recognize the sovereignty of South Sudan and the will of its people. The Resolution is sadly a
hollow proposition that has no clear direction as to how the proposed intervention force,
masquerading as a protection force, would actually bring and achieve peace in South Sudan. In our
view, the Resolution would actually foment animosity among the people of South Sudan. Among
other shortcomings, this Resolution would disrupt internal peace processes and embolden the
armed opposition against the government, hence, more discord and disunity in our country. If
allowed to happen, this situation would certainly spell more suffering for our people. The
Resolution essentially gives this force unfettered powers and an unlimited freedom “to use all
means necessary” to meet their operational objectives, a condition that undermines both the
security of ordinary citizens and the power of the state and government. Instead of a constructive
engagement premised on genuine dialogue, the proponents of Resolution 2304 have now made it
abundantly clear that they intend to place South Sudan under the UN/AU trusteeship, an idea that
a few disgruntled South Sudanese politicians with their foreign allies, all of whom are hell-bent to
effect a well premeditated regime change agenda through illegitimate means. According to these
elements, since they are defeated politically as they have successfully displaced themselves out of
the government by their wrong political calculations and misjudgments they prefer that it is better







